
Message from the President
As this article is being written, 

another summer draws to an 

end.  Now is the time to reflect 

on what has been accomplished 

and what yet needs to be 

accomplished. This will be my 

last article as your acting 

president.  I am looking forward 

to working with the next 

president, whoever that may be, 

by training them and supporting 

them in anyway I can.

I’d like to take some time to brag about our 
smallest state in the union and Region.  
RI RID boasts many accomplishments in our 
field. (Licensure, the highest percentage of 
certified interpreters in the educational 
settings, hosting the Region I conference). 
Each of our presidents brought the 
organization to a new level of professionalism. 

At the RID Conference August 1-6, 2009 in 
Philadelphia, RI RID was well represented.  Of 
our membership, we had 39% in attendance!  
That is a fantastic number considering the 
changes our organization is experiencing. 
The camaraderie shown was impressive.  
During the Region I Caucus, your president 
had to present the goings on of our Affiliate
Chapter before the whole region (about 250 
persons). The support given was tremendous 
as well as appreciated. Our group made the 
loudest noise!!! Go RI. I am certain the next 
president will receive the same such support.

Who will the next president be?  Could it 
possibly be you? Why not?  Come to our next 
meeting scheduled for October 17, 2009 from 
9:30-11:30 and find out and have your vote 
count.  

We'd love to have you!!!

Rosa Norberg, 

Acting RI RID President
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Can you believe that fall is right around the corner? 

Some of us are still unpacking from 
Philadelphia, purchasing school supplies, and 
cramming in a few more “staycation” trips while 
the weather holds up – all at the same time! We 
certainly have a bunch of talented practitioners in 
our region; I look forward to meeting and learning 
from each and every one of you.

I hope that those of you who attended Conference 
were able to enjoy a Philly cheese steak or two 
amidst the breadth and depth of workshops that 
were offered. I would love to hear about your 
experiences, whether you were a “first-timer,” 
“25th timer,” or somewhere in between!

As I am still in transition into the Regional 
Representative position, I do not have a formal 
report for you just yet. The Board is meeting 
face-to-face October 14-18th at the national office 
in Alexandria, VA. I will send any updates I receive 
in order to keep you abreast of the current 
happenings within our organization." 

If you missed out on the national Conference this 
year, or if you attended and want more great 
programming on a regional level, I encourage you 

all to get involved with and attend our Region I 
Conference next August in Albany, NY. Trudy 
Gilbert and Kelly Decker, our co-coordinators, 
are working tirelessly to provide us all with an 
enriching, challenging, accessible, and fun 
conference. 

Their contact information is posted on our RID 
Region I website; please contact them with your 
ideas and offers to help.

My email address is below; contact me any time 
with your comments, questions, ideas, and/or 
concerns. I look forward to working with you and 
serving alongside you in the near future.

All the best,

Jackie Emmart
region1rep@rid.org
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Looking ahead 
to the future

Hello, I’m Hayley Jamroz and I am a new interpreter to RI. I majored in ASL 
Interpreting at Columbia College in Chicago and am excited to start my 
career in RI.  I grew up in Johnston and decided to move far, far away for 

college. I’m a NERRD (Not Even Remotely Related to a Deaf Person), and 
“my story” goes like this: My mom works at Women and Infants and knew 
of the need for interpreters in the medical setting.  She told me about the 
career and I took night class at RISDeaf for ASL. It was pretty cool. My first 
major was Speech-Language Hearing Sciences at Hofstra University, then I 
finally found Columbia and fell in love with interpreting. I graduated in 

December and got my license in April. I’ve been taking some jobs in the 

community and am currently in Sorenson’s VI-P program in Southeastern 
Massachusetts. I want to thank all of the friendly faces, interpreters 
specifically, who have welcomed me back to RI with open arms and 
supportive hugs. 

WELCOME to RIRID!

Hayley Jamroz
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This summer, Sally Parsons  
enjoyed spending time with 

her grandson, who is 18 
months old. In addition, she 

and her husband have been 
busy getting a lot done 

around the house- putting 
on a nice deck, adding solar 

panels, and getting a 
new shed.

Contact us: 

Members RI RID

ririd_us@yahoo.com

RI RID

P.O. Box 20056

Warwick, RI 02920

This summer, Marie Aguiar took 

two photography courses- Garden 

Photography and Landscape 

Photography. Her photos have been on 

exhibit at the Warwick Public Library 

and they are currently being shown at 

the Cranston Public Library from Sept. 

30th-Oct. 30th with a reception on 

October 25th, 2-4 pm.

Curtiss James recently placed third 

in a Grappling tournament held by 

the North American Grappling 

Association (NAGA).

Anne-Marie Mancini and her family 

had a blast this summer visiting 

friends in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Highlights of the trip? Spotting 

dolphins while boating, and feeding 

giraffes and stingrays at the 

Jacksonville Zoo.

Mary Earl recently returned from a cruise to 
the Bahamas with her family and a trip to Arizona 

to visit her son.

Paul Giard won a free 

consultation ($100.00 value) 

at the Tree of Life Health 

Center in Seekonk.

Jon Henry discovered a new 
obsession this past summer- the 

documentary film, Grey Gardens. To 

learn more, you can contact Jon 

on Facebook.
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By Anne Marie Mancini 

I was browsing the course catalogue and found 
that ASL 1 was offered that summer during a 
time I was available. It was listed under 
humanities. Sometimes I'm lucky. So, I took my 
first sign language course at Northeastern 
University in 1994. The class was taught by a 
Deaf person, which totally didn't make sense to 
me until she explained the rationale. I will be 
forever grateful for that approach to instruction,  
as I think my love for the language stemmed 
from that professor and that immersion. "

I continued to take classes related to Deafness 
during my time at Northeastern. I was able to 
write about the significance of Deaf culture and 
how it is much entwined in our daily lives. I often 
wrote about Deaf culture in my other classes. 
The paper would come back with red circles 
around all the capital ‘D’s until they reached my 
explanation. I usually explained the reason for 
capitalization on page three. "I would organize 
my stories this way intentionally. I thought it was 
suspenseful and as a bonus it irritated my 
professors.

I started working at The Learning Center for 
Deaf Children in 1995 as a co-op student while 
still at Northeastern University. I loved the work 
and after graduating, stayed employed there for 
a number of years. The language environment 
was Bi-Bi, the culture rich and that coupled with 
my position helped me to solidify ASL as my 
second language. "

I thoroughly enjoyed the positive experience 
I had in my first ASL class. That positive 
experience in conjunction with my interest being 
'officially piqued' led me to pursue a career 
related to Deafness. I graduated from 
Northeastern University in 1996 with a degree in 
Business but a desire to interpret.

I started freelance interpreting in 2003 after 
earning my CT. I really enjoyed the work and felt 
excited to conquer my assignments everyday. I 
freelanced over the next five years, continuing to 
learn on a daily basis. As a new interpreter, you 
learn: booking work, negotiating compensation, 
navigation (assignments will rarely happen on 
streets that are clearly marked), applying for a 
license, buying insurance and filing taxes. Those 
learning experiences happened before and after 
my assignments. In addition, there was a 
tremendous amount of learning that went on 
during assignments as well.

When I earned my CI in 2008, it was a great day. "
Mid-way through 2008 I was looking for a 
change and decided to apply for a job at 
Sorenson Communications. The position I 
applied for would marry both my interpreting 
and business backgrounds. I ended up getting 
the job and have been happily employed in that 
capacity for over one year. "

Anne Marie Mancini, CI & CT

Manager/Trainer

So. Mass VRS Interpreting Center

Sorenson Communications
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The making of an interpreter: 
It’s different every time.
I think most people have a 

curiosity about American Sign 

Language. While growing up, I 

would see the manual alphabet on 

book markers and other items and 

a natural curiosity developed. My 

interest developed in earnest the 

summer of my third year at 

college. I needed to fill a course 

spot with an elective - humanities. !
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Community 
Calendar

April 9-11, 2010
New England Deaf Senior Citizens 

3rd Biennial Conference
Newport, RI

rwniford@comcast.net

October 1, 2009
Deaf Deaf World and Deaf 

Panelists Discussion
Hillel House, Social Hall, 

Brown University

Providence, RI

www.ricdhh.ri.gov

October 3, 2009 
RIAD’s 16th Biennial Convention
Sheraton Hotel

Warwick, RI

www.riadeaf.org

October 9-11, 2009 ! !
The Annual 5K Walk 

for Independent Living!
cindy@corliss.org

March 10-11, 2010
Interpreting Effectively and 

Safely for Deaf Survivors 

of Violence
Interpreter.Training@vera.org

October 2, 2009
The Rhode Island Registry of 

Interpreters for the Deaf 

(RIRID) Special Meeting
Location: TBA, 6:30 – 8:30 PM

ririd_us@yahoo.com 

October 17, 2009
The Rhode Island Registry of 

Interpreters for the Deaf (RIRID) 

General Meeting
Warwick Public Library, 

9:30 am to 11:30 am

October 1, 2009
Cyber Crime Prevention 

Educational Session
Dept. of Administration Building, 

Conference Room B

Providence, RI

www.ricdhh.ri.gov

August 13-15, 2010
RID Region I Conference
Albany, NY

ririd_us@yahoo.com

October 6, 2009 
Meeting of the Board of Examiners 

for Interpreters for the Deaf
Providence, RI

www.health.state.ri.us/hsr/

professions/inter_deaf.php

November 4, 2009
RICDHH Annual Coffee Hour Event 

Governor’s Reception Room, State House
Providence, RI

www.ricdhh.ri.gov

October 2, 2009
RIAD General Meeting and ASL Film 
Salomon Building, Brown University

Providence, RI

www.ricdhh.ri.gov

The author(s), not RI RID, is responsible!for the content of submissions published in the!RI RID Newsletter.

Publication of any article shall not constitute endorsement or approval of!the article, points of view, standards of service, 

or opinions represented!therein, nor does RI RID guarantee the accuracy of information given.
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Sign to Voice Workshop 
in Providence
In June of this year, Jenn Maloney 

and I led a workshop in Providence 

titled, “Sign to Voice: Yes You Can.” 

We met with eighteen interpreters 

from Massachusetts and Rhode 

Island over a series of four Monday 

nights at the Central Congregational 

Church on the East Side. A beautiful 

space was provided for us called 

The Fireplace Room, and there we 

met like King Arthur’s Knights at the 

Round Table.

Carol Fay, CI & CT

Each week we would engage in a mental warm 

up along the lines of, “How do you convey vital 

concepts in English that have no equivalent 

signs in ASL?” Our favorite warm up was 

for someone to tell a story in ASL, and 

then have the class draw the story, 

without words. It was a great way to 

introduce “visualizing” information. 

So often we get stuck on 

vocabulary and lose the larger 

meaning of the text. It also helps 

with “chunking” information or 

organizing the text into meaningful 

segments. 

This presentation was Jenn’s maiden 

voyage as a trainer, and she was clearly in 

her element. Each week we would offer two 

signed narratives and the class would work in 

groups of three to interpret the text 

consecutively, listen to their group member’s 

interpretation, and note examples of cultural 

mediation, speaker affect, and speaker goal. 

Voicing can be nerve-wracking, and Jenn and I 

wanted participants to feel safe enough to 

give it a try in a small group. From the 

feedback we got, safety was a big 

factor in the success of the 

workshop! On the final night, we 

had dinner and drinks at the 

Waterman Grill in Providence.  

This was way too much fun! 

Thanks to MEB and Christine 

Harkins for the long-view of 

interpreting in Rhode Island!

Thanks to Rhode Island 

interpreters for welcoming 

Massachusetts’ interpreters into the 

fold. They commented that we’re less 

daunting than the famed “Boston” 

interpreters and this made learning together 

more comfortable. Many thanks to Diane Stains 

of the Department of Education/ Massachusetts 

Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

(DOE/MCDHH) Educational Interpreter Project 

for the grant that made this workshop possible! 

Part two is in the hopper.

“From the 

feedback we 

got, safety was 

a big factor in 

the success of 

the workshop!”

by Carol Fay



The accomplishment I am most proud of is 

helping a person to learn independent living 

skills, a woman who is now happily living in a 

new apartment, working every day, and newly 

married. I cannot help but be grateful for the 

chance I was given to help someone “seal the 

deal” for a job that paid her twice the salary I 

was earning. I was so happy for her.

Today, I can reflect back on the many people 

I have worked with, and still know that my 

choices of careers were the best for me. My 

one exception to human service work was my 

enlistment in the Navy during Operation 

Desert Storm, where I served as an aircraft 

mechanic.  That certainly was not just a job.  

The adventure took me on travels throughout 

the Middle East, Northern Africa, and Europe.   

I left the Navy after my first enlistment ended 

with three rows of medals on my chest and 

some good ideas of places I would like to 

return to for vacation after I win Power Ball.

Now at the Commission, I am focusing on 

taking what my predecessor, Curtiss, has 

developed and continuing to incorporate 

some added features to optimize the services 

the Commission provides to the community.  

To achieve this, I have three goals:

• Develop a system by which consumers, 

requesters and interpreters can provide 

feedback about how the referral service can 

improve.  In the past, I have requested 

feedback about the referral service in an 

effort to make changes; however, the replies I 

received totaled only about 25% of those who 

were asked.  

• Continue to update and develop our 

database of consumer, requester, and 

interpreter preferences to improve how we 

refer interpreters to assignments.  We are 

now in the process of researching software 

programs that we can purchase to 

achieve this.

• Continue with our attempts to recruit new 

interpreters to the RI Community.  In the 

past year and a half, we have added four 

interpreters, and now have approximately 

seven who are in the process of applying 

for licensure.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

interpreters for welcoming me to the 

commission.  The RI Interpreting Community 

is amazing; everyone goes above and beyond 

the call of duty, and I am honored to be a part 

of it.
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Putting a Face to the Name
Since I began working at RICDHH 

a year and a half ago, I have had 

the pleasure of speaking with and 

meeting many interpreters in the RI 

interpreter community. For those I 

have not yet met, allow me to take 

this opportunity to introduce 

myself.  I have worked almost 

exclusively in the human service 

arena since I began working at my 

first job at the age of 16. 
by Paul Barnaby


